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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1-16 (canceled). 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A method of manufacturing a piezoelectric 
component comprising the steps of: 

printing an internal electrode and a dummy electrode on a green sheet; 
printing a floating electrode on a green sheet; 

stacking a plurality of green sheets, each having the internal electrode and the 
dummy electrode printed thereon, and the green sheet on which the floating electrode is 
printed, to obtain a layered product in which at least one floating electrode layer is 
arranged in at least one of the ceramic l av e rs qreen sheets between the adjacent 
internal electrodes in the stacking direction and/or the c e ramic lavers green sheets 
outside the outermost internal electrodes in the stacking direction, a plurality of the 
internal electrodes are extended to opposite first and second sides alternately in the 
thickness direction, and the dummy electrode is arranged between an end of the 
internal electrode opposite to the side extended to one of the sides and the other side to 
which the internal electrode is not extended; 

firing the iayered product to obtain a sintered ceramic compact body; 

respectively forming first and second external electrodes on the first and second 
sides of the sintered ceramic compact body; and 

applying a DC electric field between the first and second external electrodes to 
polarize the sintered ceramic compact body. 
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Claims 18-25 (canceled). 



Claim 26 (previously presented): The method according to Claim 17, wherein the 
piezoelectric component is a piezoelectric actuator. 



Claims 27-30 (canceled). 



PACE 6/12 * RCVD AT 8/17/2005 7:09:30 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-0/29 * DNIS:2738300 " CSID:7033855080 • DURATION (mm-ss): 03-58 



